THE SHAKSPEARE CLOSET 


By Wn,Hy. Ireland, Copied from the Oraele Newspaper,1799 
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watermarks ,and my writings were shown to eur Visitors, 


I must de the place the justice to say that no one 
govld better aid the purpose of imposition, 


My Father I have said was a eurious Man — He has a 
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taste for painted Glass,and ovrions Prints and old 


ies 


Platures;and valuable mamnseripts and old Books. 
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nas ence taken an antiquarian bent,it ds as yielding, 
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A THE SHAKSPERARE CLOSET 
By Wn,Hy.Ircland, Cepied from the Oracle Newspaper,1799. 
Ne. 1. 


The Confessions of Masterre Samvelle William Henerye 


Irclande. 
“ In the trve and genvine confession of all my ingenious 


4 
iguaael I have stated the Vanity which assailed me 


in the Closet of my Fatherre.I beg pardon for my ort ho— 


graphy; ut really I have used so many Supkrfluous 
Lebtbers in the MSS.that the modern system has gone out 
ef my mind,and besides the Universities where I studded 


did nét make spelling any nart of my education — I have 


en it,or never knew it correctly — which it was 
I eanneob remember now, 


As everything frem a genius,such as I now find mined 


te be mist last, I will deserive the Cleset where my 
Earl 


watermarks ,and my writings were shown te eur Visitors, 
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I must de the place the justice to say that no one 
gould vetter aid the perpese of 4mposit ion, 


My Father I have gaid was a ovurtous Man — He has a 


taste for painted Glass ,and ovrious Prints and old 


Piatures;and valuable mamaisertpt s and old Books. 
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His Closet therefore was curious — Yeu appreac 


oy an anti—-reom of genuine Hogarth's; when the mind 


ay 4 a3 35 
nas once taken an ant Squarian bont,it as as yielding, 
4% may 


my friend Talbet tells m2,a3 a sand Toledo — 
ns ba Loe 


nape ae. to point - e etreumference of a peck. 


The sireunference of 
'Narrow is the Path 
often said, 

Inte this Closet had been taken all the Prints and 
Drawings analogous to Shakspeare (I find in my Pamphlet 


I spelt his mame without the 'e' at the end,whicsh as in 


ce 


forgeries I gave him so plentifully,his name may very 
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well bear, Spear is spear as well as spere or Sspoard,as 


Mr,Chalmers has proved. 
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Hew I came te ferget my own work and write 1% 


said Pamphilet,as no other ereature ever did from the 
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ereation of the World,I kaow not — but my Confessions 


I have spelt it 
SHAKSPEAR 


But to the Prints — We had Dreeshovt's head,and Marshall's 
o ae a ——— ~ or 
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head and my head,wo nad the Courting Chair,which my Father 

feund;when hs gourted Jane (7) Hatherrwaye,and a browrer 

b4t ef Chestnut or Oak never ecoped in the amorous parts 
a Posten 

ef a Poet — I have frequently sat in it myself,so there 


meeds no more precef. 
In my Pamphlet I nave mohtbioned the many eireummstances 
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Never let any Genius after me 
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gonducing te my forgeries. 


think of abprofession. 
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If my Father had not paen a Weaver, never 


V@lled the old Tapestry to tie up the MSS, If I had not 
a Oisvk te a Lawyer, had never learned cramp hands, 


dsof Gift -— If I had not known the 
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fanged the Dee 
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Bookpinder' 
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Marpler,I should not have found &@ foxy ink 
Uf my Father had not been a Man of taste,I eevuld never 

have imposed upen hin. 

In my next number,I shall enter myself the Cloesat of 

hakspear — in my Deveyring I shall exhibit the manner 

of reading the ~ ,bhe magnifying glass,tho Drawers which 


held the Deeds,and the mannor and exoression of all the 
Visiters to whem thoy were shown — and I will also print 
tho Letters, which oradulity dictated.S,W,H, Ireland, 


Ne, ll.on Saturday moxt 
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No, 11. 


Here I shall attempt. the preper mode of spelling 
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In the first number ef these Confessions,I stated the Record 


As the pasis @n which I build is thab cf truth only, 
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shown to the Curious, I must pay the trioute of filial 
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Showinan , The Black CAT of Katerfolto,or Graham's Giants; 
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all shrink into nothing oefore my Showman. 
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,2ach Man "knawing me his lanky Fingers , . 
QA Rvs tii. 10°09. camc etter cnet 


ax a peaiiaetd AP oan bn ’ 
with the tremcurs of. anxious delight, the Shewnan 
we pe aE my 


himself appeared — his countenance bright with 


triumph sparkling with joy,and oven the Kitten ourring 
apolar pon the Hearth,among the Lares of the House, 


where Shakspear's renains were sheltered. 


resent Deity they shout around ! 
ity the Walls rosoune 


The Showman usually profaced his romarks oy a eautious e 
ma 


enquiry of the name of the newly—found Proselyte,a step 
he had bean eampelled to take by the unjust and ungentle— 
manly sondust of tho Commontaters, They had,it appeared, 


unseen,refused to oelieve in the new Shakspear 
eo 


They had sot at work every Engine to vilify his 
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rs 


Immortal Treasures,and injure his p: operty — and Mr, 
an: 

Malene had gene so far as to desire te try their 
authontioity in another House, It was fer thi’s reason 
that ho had resolved to afford avery other Man of 
Setance and Literature an opportunity to beheld the 


not 


ff 


| devine Relies,exeapt tho said Mr.Malone,but this is 
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ali. 


"Needunit otian caus@ irrarum 
Saeriqual doloras 
Bxeiderant animo ° 
(A passage I was once flogged at St Omens Tor not being 


able te eonsrue, ) 
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which he refused to show once te the Possessor of the 
Bard's Papers,a refusal he was not knewn to have made, 
when solicited oy any other Gentleman. 
‘For Mr,Steevens" ,a little more kindness was folt - 
" He was only mischovious,and were he to call upon me" 
(the Shewman used to add) "T do not know that I sheuld 
refuse him the sight of what must sonvert his Editions 
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inte wasto—paper. Whaen,as shortly I may do, I publish 
a genuine Shakspear clearad from all the Gorrupticns, 
Interpo lations ,and Ooseonttios,with which the Commentators 
nave suffered him to rehain disfigurad,then you wi1l ses 
that his Muse was as ohasts,4s 44, was sublime; that he 
was the finished Gent leman,as well as the inspired Poet 
of the age — to whom Monarchs did not disdain to write, 
and with whom Nobles did not refuse to associate," 

I used to peresive here,that my Father got great ease 
as he preceeded,and made astonishing impression upon his 


Visitors, I sometimes saun tered unto the Cleset — reesivasc 
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ne compliments of the Ourieus as the finder - displayed 


my Ring, bo sanction the story of the wealthy Friend who 
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nad vestowed then upen me — and then I retired,as I said 
to take my morning vide in Hyde Park with the Gent leman 
in tho Clouds of six thousand pounds & year a tare 

Te be continued regularly and faithfully oy S.WeHa le 
N,B, Shakspear's The whole length Portrait of the divine 


”" 4oh he played befers 
arte 3 a vet S4t and Sword, 43 ce) 
Van his ve hh a geiens “TA Ok “32 Waxe ‘a sais Seal Ray wag &a 


BLizapetls — the 8g 
m TuCsday certain, (3S) 
Ee aor ew < a =< > IT. . A Af tu — ft “¢ = = 
vi ff ; C — 
e/ /, L, op Fe </ 4 ce A if XK tv Fi 


; Lill. 

I have been so taken up with concorting our Ape logy 
lately ,that I camnot preeead so rapidly as I wish in 
my Confessions, I resume then however like the swoest 
Chicken,who ventures out from her Shed,when the Rain is 


passed away,and calls her living Eges around her. 
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I have deseribed my Shownan ace 
exhibit my Works in the following style," "Now ther 
he would say,"You shall see the artless Fanoy of ovr 
Bard, exhibited in genuine love—seng. Here are seme 
verses to his Warwickshire Maid — the lovely Hatherrwarz,' 
He toek down immediately a Moreeco Portfolio elegantly 
gilt and lettered, "Shakspears MSS, *° between the Reyal 
Paper of which lay my fly—leaved an id fly—pitten Relies. 
He presentsothe tender Fragne nt to the Insvnector,and 
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with @ hnuce Burning—glass,road aloud the 4nspired Serg 


I declare te Heaven,I have listened week after week, 
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at the Deor of this Closst,to the languages of VWios—Cues 


Orep)and I never heard any expressions of less warmth 


than ,Divine !: exquisite,enchanting pure fascinating, 
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overpowering unege aLiod,-ndisputavle. 


The Lerds and Ladies,-t+ 2s trua had no great veoab-— 
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viary of exclamation — they said that it was —beausiru.! 
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an expression they apply “qually Be Mountain and a 
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ataract ,or a love-lecket and a lap—dog, 
I have quoted the Rhansedios of Dr, Wartow, They warmed 
the very "heart of heart ® — out I have not told the 
Publie of my legal testimonies, One morning I had eome 
from Chamoers,having just finished the denonrat 4 28 speech 
; eof the Senator in King Vortigernnc,whem I heard that the 
great Lawyer, Mz, Erskine ,was in the Cleset,I wont in 
after a short tins,te observe his mannar, 
The enthusiasn with which he catches at his object, 
convineed me he would become a Presslyte, He said,in a 


brenuloeus tone, his eyes glistening with graceful sensi- 


bility M0 deny these Proofs is attanpting te blet the 
Sun out of Heaven,"® At the Bar he weuld have said more; 
put it is the well—known vorasctise ef this Pleader never 


to travel ovt of Reoords,in other words,to vonture out 
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of his dapth,. As seon as he had said this much,therefor 
(as he does in another places) he grew extranely ill,and 
gat_down in the Courting Chair, 

My Showman instantly rese,and with his usual leoquaeitr 
ran ever his cemmon—place against the Commentators, 
"Infatuated Seribolers : what will they say,when I 
shall prove,that our Immortal Man never wrote a line of 
Treilus and Cressida;that ho kas left it under his Hand, 
414 was the worst Play he ever read !. When I shall show 
them the very velvet Suit 4m which he played befere the 
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Queen , Who leved him; his Sword and of Coremony — the 


Ring with the Saxon Lottars W,S, a present freq the 
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Reyal Idol ef his Soul; and a whole length cert rath 


(mis word) of the Bard,with his left Hand woe the 
WAlt of his Weapon,and the right repesing om a Taols, 
with all the sweet majesty of his dignified and 
’ vyeneraodle sountonan a," 

The Pleader ress, and sbriking a Leaf of the MSS,with 

a vyehenonce Which made my Shownan tranole,ks remarked 
upen the whole Exhibition in these words,.— 
8] might assume Lo uysolf as much knowledge of this 

subject as any Man — I oan repeat many whe le plays of 


Shakspoa® by heart — I use them as I do the Statutes, 
and as often. I have Parad? s¢_ Lost 44 equal renembrance 
and all the aloqiont Passages of Burke, put it is my 
naoit to rely upon my Judgnent ,im those things out of 
} +3 2 wpe ho affimn,t hat 
my Profession — yet this I take Up n me 4x, th 
the Man who says thoess Loases,bhat Wax,and this Court— 
nand are nob gen vine,is @ legal Haretie , an should 


never oe suffered to read @ Conmon— Law Beek,er make @ 


2 2 Te 
Half-gainea Metien 020° 4n Six Temms. 


Te ve continu red and faitafelly oy SoWoHele 

N,B,. The Galilogqey ef the Bastard— 2% Confession — 
oe)? @ d 

My Hair — Sir Isaacs — ip, Wallis Mr. Chalmers, Lord 


| Palmerstone Urs. ,drewe all speedi tv. 
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In my dast [ premised seme elucidations vespl eting 
the Seliloequey of Edmund +, »hevBasvard in King Lear, 
always I Confess, a Speech peculiarly ut orest ing to my 
Nature and feelings , Te make 4+ apply still Closer to 
my habits ,T determin UPeR seme alterations o- It entns 
thus in tho commen Boeks — 

Theu Nature are my Goddess ! Te thy Law 

My Serviees are bound, Wherefare Should [ 

Stamd in the Dlague ef eustem > 
Ome day at Chambers after Y Fester Pewell had walked eff, 
I Was at my usval Work ,or as T styled it te Talbot , at 
the forge ~ When anti Gipating the Glory and the Fortune 


I should asquire jor writing new hears and g am 1st z 


s, 
sud enly “oSe,and exeerat ag the tedious and creeked 
Labyrinths ef Law .. for every Van has not the luek te 
cerduct an , impeachment, 24nd muck Business is dene, that 
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Scarce nays 4tself; as far instance, Petitions in Cases 
of Election against Mamberg duly returned. Which nohedy 
will either publicly own,jor privat ely p pay, At this 
moment I had the Fly, —leaf out to transect the Bastard's 
Selilequoy, My indignation hurried me on, and I wrote it 
thus,commenr ing as I went eon,in this manner, 


' Thou Nature art my Goddess | 


That said I is a sure thing a8 ineonte stible as that I am 


a Lawyer's Haek, With a Little alteration from th® oripinal 


T added — 
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. 'Te the Law 
My Services stand beund ' 


The reason of the alteration to the word 'stand' ,was 
simply this; that I was an Artisled Clerk,and that no 
disinelination oh my part cevld set me free from what 
steed good in Law, Yet Ambition stimulated me te show 

: my Indentures a fair pair of Heels, and aecerdingly I 
went on altoring 


‘Wherefore should I 
Rest in the plague of Custem 7' 


They whe knuow how irksome honest industry is te ingenius 
fraud ,will forgive me t these slight corruptions ef rhe 
text, But to return te our Exhibition, 
One Day my Showman told me, a person had boen bhere ,whom 
we had seen before,and desired nermission to loek at @ 
eelebrated Scene in the Lear, when & difficulty occurred, 
which had paffled all these senseless Seoundre1s ,the 
Commentaterses 

‘tar Smiles and Tears wore like a better way, 
(or wetter May ,or better Day,or God knows what the 
‘Blockheads have made of it) 
My Showman ,thougs wrapt up in triple Brass looked 
iustantly like the sound of a Trugpet, He teok down 
Butter's Quarte 1608. There ne found it,in all its 


smpurity, He then ran away for the Second Folio ,that 
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nad been Theobald's — thhere he found it net. 
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The Seene was eertainly written ov Shakspear; Tt W 
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exquisitely peautiful,theugh short; the Players had indeed 


omitthed it in their Beak; out when we had the ge onuinolf MSS. 


ef the Post te meter te,taeve dower less 54 wenld «2 found, 
aac in its ain eee. ase pneorrunted beauty and elear 
ness, He theught of an answer He did not know whether it 
was in the genu wine Ms, oF not ner had he the whele Play 
togerkher,.He had =” truth only the nine fi rst,ana the last 
Leaves;bhe rest was copy2ng eut,as the hand was very diff:-— 
eult te deoytmer. 
Neoedy but myselt,in fact ,coula reaa it = How shoulda 
they % I wrete ite (ae cRewman read always 4 Transeript 
agar esata 
en the oppesite side in the Mereceo Portfelies, with the 
large burning Glass {i have mentioned, I saw the abeve Man 
grow sceptical— He was shown ne more — He came Ro more — 
This was @ ritie;a race | abhor, 

Better things appeared — sir Isaac @ Man of great heralaic 
Seience leeked Ver) abbentively at my Seals; pronounced 
them authentic, considered profoundly Lhe Arm$ I hae 
serioblied wirk pon and ink;,ana although I knew se 1itt16 
of the matt r,that I had turned the Spear the wrong way 
he exhibited the most entire gonviebien of its oeing a 
genvine Blazon. 

Lord Palmerston and Meee Orr gane in together. 
ic. My Shewnan judiciously + nsinvated that the 
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Papers should never go out ef his Hands ,except h® 
ert ¥ 


e¥dered to es) eee _ to make Keyal Conve” ” 


1] 


4 A a ao yo 
yp a ty BO) Mey Al togt ey Fema 


| I coe the colin, Chamly, aequust hz 
Thiru, Neral. bE CK he forttiatem 4 Ger fGate 


ae 
& 


aS Nakcedpote On| y Q) (é O-~< AA 


) 
CEB ets suspect G.Nieol of satisfying his MM—~'s ouriosity 
| upen the subdjeet) sea! 
ws , ” z Z 
They heard all the Showman had te saysand mv lerd,who has 
a2 ynrettwr +43 x 
Pretty collection of Piety: "6S ,S8aid he should think km 


Pour bhousane FORINsas Well held out in the Port raitre of 


. 
the Divine Man, Egad 1! he shoule have had one — put I spent 
a long Dax and tiresome Day in Harp Alley glooking among t 
whiskered Heroes of past times — but I eouvld find ne Head 
bald enough and high enough to answer the purpese — ane 
r,Fenten had bought the Flemish Pragment most like Lroes— 
khout’s Head, 
As to the Lady,she languished after the Lock of his Hair 
wala Meet S: 
most.My Showman presented her with a single Hair. There were 
a couple of ovary symotons of population at one end of it, 
The Hair was all my own; The Loek of course,like the Catholie 
Relies ,was inexuustible. She is # lively clever Woman,I think, 
for she parodied very well thus :— 
"Had all his Lines been Hairs smy ardent leve 
Has Stomach for them ali @ 
& 
Te ve faithfully continued by 5,W,H, I, 
v. 
we haa just gone clinking the eight Guineas left by the 
honourable Subseribers , mentioned with so much aftection 
in my last ,when Lord soolbbemia oe another Gentlenan were 
announced, His cempanien we seon recgnised to be undoubtedly, 
Y My.Grey;who certainly has applied himself te pelite Letters, 
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With no less sussess than 


vw 


that whieh has attended him in 


Finance — most uneouvtedly he has, Lord Lauderdale srex 
Dreught upstair 


$ with gim eighteen Volumes aka a pret 
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Calek Not e-book with @ brass Clasp, My showman having deen 
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the House of Peers,was not te ve pulled this way, The 


BOOKS aliaimnca Him just as Little as,in amother pluve 


hey have qone Lora Granvilie. As to his Lovaskip's spe h, 


he, like abacr Peeple,was aetermined to bear that ,as you ae 


any etaer nuisarnce,until you ean get rid ef 4t, 
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rubLiskaers very muck lowerea the Spirit or the Works;ane 


oesides Mr,Malone he understood ,haa gone out of nis way 


Cy, 


im 2S JVemmeataries,as far as intimating that this veuniry 


was in the Road to ruin,through the countenance given to 


French Lectrines;and that he,the saia } r.Malone 


." 79 had 


impiousiy washca that France wore blettea trom the Map or 


se anita 
Hurepe , wxpressions highly reprehensible, >deeause 
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mo Man out 


a preotessea-olitician ean have the weitere of nis veuRniry 


strongly at Heart sand mone out a ravriet can Teel the 


weatuel impertance of France,as tac Nave (er Kaave) of the 


nevelutionary wheel. 


Mr.Grey said,*undountealy they could not“ — as I was 


to act the simple young Men on this oecesion,as Shakspear 
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says, “must bevidie,**— I got mu @ place as near the senalom 
re Vee) 


= 
— = : = ae 
a : — - pepe : - ; : : 
capac sae a ener eum SSS on A ee ae = 77 ~ = kz , 
; oe 
f, , : 
ys PLLA A 4 fs é Ss x ft ; g, 
~ 
RAS 
Ap 
. 
.; See —— ———= ES == = 
- coe 


| 


man whetker ke haa a taste for 


ws I eoule,wRile they were sown tne m6, rapers. 


re 


Atter my artiess Verses nad oven voac,and admitted be 


pee 


tbo be undoubtedly genuine, Lord Lauderdale asked my Skhowse. 


eteetine teins } as 


Poe 


seattish Song ? He readil 
replied,that he had a very great taste,upon which to 
my utter astonishment ,the noble Lord recited, with his 
Handkerchief in his right Hand,the fellewing Lines, 


Hipe HKewseket clovdis pykkis on the ryse 
The Stirling changis divers Steunnys nyse, 
The Sparrow ehirmis in the wallis elyft, 

Goldspink and lintquhite fordynnand the Ly ft, 
Tne Gukkowgalis,and so qwhyitteris the duale 
Qwhil ryveris reardit ,sehaives,ana every dale 
And tender twistis trymblit on the treis, 

For birdis sang,and bemyng of the beis. 


My Showman ,biushing to the very tip of his Haysbegged 


pC 


a copy of this exquisite Verse,which he said he teok 


reat 


to be a recent compesition by Burns. 


Vv 


j Lied ye Se Fae —— 

Tord Lauderdale replied ,t hat though in the case of 
ee —— | 

ry EY 4 no m4 » f 4 a 
Snakspeare he could visibly tell the gonu-n® from the 
aa ork as fasta ~ : 

spurioeus,(here I turned pale)yet that here he had been 

“A eh Saati Ar E if 
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: en wattéeae ny 
5 nw Varse i ad re 4tad was WritteR DJ 
deceived; for the Verse he ckhad recited was b \ 


Gawen Douglas. 


: » 2 : as , hy ¢ ¢ 4g. 
Mr.Grey said he imagined -% toe be 08s an, 


ED 
> opi iA 


ee a } 4 rN 
. - 2 2 ; P| ; nonetatzern of L like 
Hig Friend with his bread pronunciation of °S 


7 1 p x ey bs gos 
answered,that was <8 Erse, 
sntreduce it in my Fairy Play 


As I was resolved to 


translatbion,whieh | wrote down 


ef Tanaqvil,l vegged a 


e r wa Se + 15 “i 
on the left side of the Morosce Book, aabitualy. 
‘ fa J i “i h a 


Meigs is the English :— 
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°*The Ringdove coos 
The Starling Whis stile. 
The Sparrow Ghirps 
The Goldfinch and 
The Cuekoe eried, the 


While River 
And the peeing te 
At the peng a) 
I saw that ovr 
secret History 
ularly whether 
Shakspeare any 


I said att once 


Guy Faux there 


pitches on the tall v 
28 ie varied eee 

the @e1lift ad 
dagat Pita rea Skies 
Quailhtwitterad 
,and every Dale rh fede alah 
ich. nehes trembled on 
the Birds and the eae ciee of the Bees,8 


ters were might: tly taken with the 
and they asked par 
Southampton had ever eommunieated 


Hriend Essex's rebellion. 


was a litt 


rator in the hanawri 


ting of the 


m tely. Mr,Grey thought we shovld 


at the oottem of 


undovotedly eamea 


Singclar Tran 


Te be faithfully cent 


Shak spear: 


The Folies — Hemminge's the 


lever of Shakspear 


2 — all speedily. 
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THE SHAKSPEARE HUNT copied from the Oracle Newspaper 
vr WI1liam Henry Ireland)Avgust 5+h.1799 to Nov,1lth.179 


é Aid me my Muse,for I would tell of Things 


~ Surpassing all that's mortal; of wonders 


That were they not fresh in our remembrance, 
Might be deemed delusion fiction's Offspring, 
Oh ! that my Quill were pluck'd from Fanoy's Wing, 
Then should I pen my Tale in glowing Phrase, 


For such it merite tms-- = 


+ 
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$axe—hin-—¥kho- 


--+-«va a ne my story'd Page should blot, 

Let him the Truth proclaim,and stamp me basa; 
For ever hold me up to peolisa scorn, 

That I may pear a Liar's hateful Name, 

Against the priny Flood provd Alvion's Cliffs 
Majestie show their Fronts.iIn Altitude 
Aspiring to the azure—vaultad Roof, 

tar fretted.Its sides of Snow -—complexion 

As the Adamant indisoluble, 
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Spake Jag Ment ies 
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THE. SHAKSPEARE HUNT copied from the Oracle Newspaper 
‘ea WIlliam Henry Ireland)August 5+h.1799 to Nov,1lith. 1799. 


Aid me my Muse,for I would tell of Phings 


a 


Surpassing a11 that's mortal; of wonders 


That were they not fresh in our remembrance, 


Might be deemed delusion fiction's Offspring, 


Oh ! that my Quill were pluck'd from Fanoy's Wing, 
Then should I pen my Tale in glowing Phrase, 


For such it merits, 'Tis wonder's Offspring, 


And Fancy should the wondrous Theme record; 
Jam but earthly,that must plead excuse, 


If lack ofFrenzie's Language shall be found 


In this my strange Narrative, I possess 
Such knowledge of the Fact as none can boast ,Save—kin-whe— 


Save him who wrought the Action.He will know 


If Truth or Falsehood staim my Chronicle, 
Be he for sver dumo if I speak fair; 


If foul-mouth'd he my story'd Page should blot, 


Let him the Truth proclaim,and stamp me basa; 


For ever hold me up to puolica scorn, 


That I may pear a Liar's hateful Name, 


Against the briny Flood proud Alvion's Oliffs 


Majestic show their Fronts.In Altitude 


Aspiring to the azure—vaultad Roof, 
Star fretted.Its sides of Snow -complexion 
As the Adamant indisoluble, 
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Badly withstands the Surges dread attacks, 
And fixed immutable defy the shock 

Of moulddring Time and warring Blenents, 
Upon this Isle renoun'd London spreads 
Her form magnificent ,where Liberty, 
Enchanting Goddess,sits enthron'd and smiles 


To see her darling Ghildren's happiness, 


Hard by the Bank of silvery Thames ,where once 


A stately Palace of the Norfolk sboced, 


Enacted was my Theme's reality. 


mar _ taco ung the Mansion fam'd for its Contents. 


4+ 
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sanber boasted some Antiqu 
i genuine y Sages of experience, 
s in beauty far excell'd the rest. 


amply deck'd with choicest works 


4sh Authours fam'd,there might be see 


DR. FARMER. 


or Ghaucer,Gower,and St,f 
of Spencer, Shakspeare ,and a hundred more 


's Monk 


f@itions rare, ‘Twas there you might pehold 


ey 


The wrought apparel of renouned Sydn 


And blood'stain'd Cromwell's Coat ,the sevulpter'd Chair 


Where Shakspeare oft have sat ,whil 
With glowing chesk upon his Heart veclin'd, 


The levely Anna hears his talk of Love » 


(2) 
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lls with varest works of Art were grac'd; 


The bear-strung Tassels of the martye'd Charlies, 


e on his kn2e 


o 
c 


te who writes now can use the Pagan 
‘machinery, therefore, seems that of 

departed, witches and fairies, though 
tion concerning them (which, while 
fmagination of those that had more 
sir reason set them free from it), is 

1o be of little farther assistance in 
collect, Hammond introduces a hag 
, where the effect is unmeaning and 


_t of ridicule in ereating or grossly 
s, who imputes absurdities that did 
a little ridiculous, describes him as 
his talents greatly. The great use 
may know how far human folly can 
of absolute necessity to be faithful. 
ens l_as to the ceneral cast of it, is 


Ay Na Wo VY? / fy ' (om hc ae | 


ay 


Badly withstands the Surges dread attacks, 
And fixed immutable defy the shock 
Of moulddring Time and warring Blenents, 
Upon this Isle renoun'd London spreads 
Her form magnificent where Liberty, 
Enchanting Goddess,sits enthron'd and smiles 
To see her darling Ohildren's happiness, 
Hard by the Bank of silvery Thames ,where once 
A stabely Palace of the Norfolk stood, 
Emaoted was my Theme's reality. 
Long was the Mansion fam'd for its Contents. 
r The Walls with rarest works of Art were grac'd; 
Bach Chamber boasted some Antiquity 
Vouch'd genuine y Sages of experience, 
Yet one in beauty far eaxcell'd the rest, 
A Study amply deck'd with choicest works 
of British Authours fam'd,there might be see 
of Chaucer, Gower, and St,Rdmund's Monk _ 
of oT a hundred more 
fqitions rare, 'Twas there yeu might behold 
The wrought apparel of renoun ned Sydney, 
The bear-strung Tassels of ¢ the martye'd Charles, 
And blood'stain'd Cromvell's Coat ,the sevlpter'd Chair 
Where Shakspeare oft have sab ,while on his knoe 
With glowing cheek upen his Heart reclin'd, 


The levely Anna hears his talk of Love » 
(2) 
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There your Bye would gaze on Casements lofty 
Whose Gothic forms were richly star'd with Glass 
Of varied dyes diffusing wide around 

The Rainbow Tints,a gleam monastical, 

Besides its Lora * within this Mansion dwelt 

Two Maids,his daughters,and a Matron sage, 


The Soul of one to Music was allied,T 


Cu 


ey 


a 


ot 


" 
The Pencil grac'd the second's Hand; the thir 
Claim'd kindred with the fire brained God whose thought 


In tripping measures flew,Yet one there was 


Beneath the Roof,of whom I most would speak, ( 
1 ! 
| * The last—born of this Family,A Youth of | 
: 
Of whom Report have spread a thousand Tales ; 
Most to dispraiss,Few to commend his Name. / 

No, 2. 
th 


In early Days the converse of his Sire 
Was wont to please his Fancy,With delight 
He listen'd to the Lays of ancient Tines; 
Read o'er and o'ef old legendry Tales, 


And Ballads that recorded valfous Deeds 


| England's Herces beld,At length the fate | 
| Of hapless Chatterton assailed his Har ; 
| Oft he ponder'd o'er the unhappy Record, ) 


Yet would have gladly shar'd his luckless end 
Mo be the Partner of his Fane renoun'd. 


Thus time ge ie +8 reveiv+ ing Yea 


m™ Samuel Ireland a ve Tree 
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Had eighteen Summers told,'Twas then the Youth, 
With Vanity inspired first dar'd assay 

Wis lofty purpose.Like the unthinking Boy 
Whose Hand untutor'd wou'd the rein assume 

0f Phoe bus mettled Coursers.So he strove 


Yo drive the Chariot of our Engl sun 

And bear his Godlike Nama,.Th'attempt was 601d; 
But,like Appolle's Sun,he aim'd too high, 

And from the lofty Seat was headlong hurled 


By Thunders launch'd from direful Critic's Hand. 


cr 


But,hold 1! Now to rehearse the varied Themes 


Fame's Trumptheir widely spread that won'dreus Tale; 


” 


Twas soon the publics Converse;naught was heard 
Bub Shakspeare's Name rever'd,Thus accomplish'd 
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The primal purpose,his procrea: 
Atbempted next the style to imitate — 
When the religious Tenots of our Bard 


In meekest Strins appeared,This was received 
Note 


And by the World admir'd,Our Shakspeare's 


And the receipt oy Heminge penn'd came next 


~ 


To strike with wonder:For Bills of Promises 


A eustem had been deemed of modern date: 


Yet this was overlook'd,soe prone is Man 


(4) 


To credit wonders which he'd fain believe, 
A late traditionary next was vouch'd, 
The Whimsical Conceit to Cowley sent 
The Letter of Elizabeth renoun'd 
And various matters of less import,each 
At various times,and not in mass produced 
Were genvine esteen'd,The alter'd Lear; 
The silken-twisted hegk to Anna sent - 
Relic inestinadle struck wonder 
In the Multitude, S me indeed there were 
At first Believers,who at sight of this 
Sheank back in dovbt.Still unaballed the Youth 
Boldly dar'd adventure,And Vortigern _ 
At length appear 'd — But more of this anon. 
Countless Regsipts,and after lapse of time, 
The Annals of our Second Henry fam'd, 
And peerless? Rosamond sill multiplied 
Th' adventurous Fabrication,— 
of this enough, ‘Tis fit I now rehearse 
Th'Qpinions vary'd of the numeriess 
Who saw the Fiotion ? - The Mansien's open, 
When straight appears the Master of the whole, 
Whe rises,and with free and sourteous mien, 
scar oveots,Then most eloquently 


The forged Tale relates;after the which, 


Forth from the masesy © Chest 


his Preasure drawers 


And offers it to public view 


TO MORROW OR NEXT DAY ,CONTAINING THE OPINIONS RESPECTING 


THE SHAKSPESRE_MSS.. LORD MULGRKVE. COL. PHxPPS. 


Mr, Kxumblx,.Miss Wxllis now Mrs.Cxmphxl. 


No, 3. 
LORD MxLGRxVB. (Walgrave) 
Here's one of courteous mien,a Gent lenan 
Of noble vearing, Whose upright Gonduct 


Habh ever warded him from Envy's Shaft 


tia to those 
I love him,he shows something like v¢ th 


o' the olden time, He 4g not Custom's Slave 


Nor doth the Title in him mar the Man, 
But soft he comes to view the public Thame; 
He loves the Bard,and therefore is prepared 


To eredit what he wishes were most trre, 


ah 


is eager transports blind his better Sens: 


2 9 


He sees the Fire—scorchs 


Ner for amoment doubfs,— Thus to the Cham 


Another Link ig added,— The Cu 
1 


rrent 


4 + Ss > , 
Gis to swell;and th'enthusiastic Crowd 


Press forward 
; rwarde— Why e'en let them 
v4 Unem Come 1 At best 
Man's Life 4 .- 
“9 28 &@ mere Farcesand this but adds 
One’ to the many Changeful Se 


Sensas, 


COL, 0. PHxPpS 
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His God and Country ,and he's 


(6) 


Liegenan swor 


d Lines,the mould'ring Sheets, 


Shahespete Ment aca , Clodeg 
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Ynto our Sovreign Lord the King,— 'Tis said 
He likes the bustle of a Camp, No Swerd Sound 
More welcome to's Ear,than the harsh Thunder 
Fro the Cannon's beching Mouth. — He's forward 
In's Country's Cause,yet when the iron Hand 
Of plood-stain'd War is searf'd in gentle Reace, 
'T4gs then his Nature changes, He becomes 
Docile as the Lamb,and in Beauty's Lap, 
Is lulled to sweet repose,— 
He's one who yielded to the longing Itch 
Of Curiosity 
He saw,was pleased, and eredited. 

MISS WxLLxS now Mrs, GxMBexi—- CxMPBxh 

(Wadlis) (Campoe1) 

Mark ye the lovely Maid,— Lightsome her Step, 
As Dew brushing Fairies,or Zephyr's breath, 
That scarcely waves the bladed Grass ,Her Form 
Shows all of Heav'n that e'er did Mortal grace. 
Tae modest Blush plays on her dimpled Cheek, 
Like th'expanded Rose waving amidst the Lilies 
Observe her Bye,Like Dian's radiance 
Beaming on the snow—deck'd Barth ,Her motions 
Negligent ly 2a 
Wath 2 vewithing something 4n't that wins 
The wond'ring Gazer, Yet these Perfections 


ner Mind with Pride,She's mild as Heav'n 


(7) 


Paint nob 
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,When the early May—nearer 6 Sun lumfnous ovr Harth 
Yot hold! — She gazes on the spurious Bulk; 

Now dimpled Smiles plays on her peautious Cheek, 
She dreams not of Deceits but eredence yields 


To outward show, 


Mr, KEMBLE (Jom Philip Kenb1e) 


rgus, — I know him well. 


One fram'd to grace Relig*ton's Throne.A Man 

| Of aspect stern; of manners that oefit 

The prieesiy Garb.— There's a something in him, 

Savours of deep cunning,He best enacts 

On Life's Stage ,Carioli's proud Vister, 

The sullen Jacques,o” th'vengeful Tyrant. 

I've known the time,ana many too there are 

Have thought the Counterfeit somwell put on, 

That it did seem the Mimie's Mind bore part, 

In that ho did enact.— But soft awhile, 

nets steal away,that we may unobserved 

make heedful note of his seemings. 

Mark ye,he knows ,and marks with fairest Show 

The Gloom that lower'd on his sullen Brow, 

The Page is open'd,and his Bye, 

Like light 'ning glances o'er the fravdful Seroll, 

| : He lends an har, while with eaphat+e¢ voise, 
The Legend is proclaimed. Mube he listens, 


_New the Reader pa7gy® 
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And suit is further press'd,— List; he answers 
"No I did but dream." he bids the Host Good Morn 
; And so rotires. 
'ORACLE' Oct, 29th,1799. 
No, 4. 

Mr, Stxvxns3 (Geo.Steevens).Sir Fredxrxxk Edxn(Sir Fred,k Eden) 

Stevens, Come hither, Audrey,come hither Fred.— Wench; ‘ay 
Gloser yat,Now %e&iSteaxas— tell me Audret what 
sort of a Man could'st thou love. 

. Audrey Lord, 0 1! leve ! 
Stxvmms Yea, thou Audroy. 


Audrey And must I tell thee ? 


Stxvms Yea,to't with a stout heart ,thou hast a rare 
conception, Audroay 

Audrey Why then an I must speak Truth,I'd fain have thy 
fellew, 

Stxvxns 0 1 monstrous desire ! Beware Audrey for thy 


wishes are greater than the Gods will grant. 


Yeaven rains not such Men now-a—day. 


Audrey How com'st thou anongst us then ? 


Stxvxns I am, as 'tere a Constellation of W 


Phenomenon of the Ags,a Comat that attracts 


pub lie adatvath ton 
Audrey Mass 1 a Comet satda'st thou ? why your Comet 


hath a fiery Tail ! 


nares (Se ce aa or 5 tolod top o 


Stxvxns Yea he is somewhat luminous 1' the Poop,he is 

yorMirror Comet.The Fire is 1' the Head of me, 

I am therefore a Comet—Major, Now hark ye,Audrey 
your word 'Fool'hath three significations,thore 

is your Fool — Absolute,your Fool oy proxy ,and 

your true Fool, Your Fool absolvis hath his 
commencenent 1' the Cradle,and ending in the Grave; 
for being born brainless,he dies your Fool absolute. 
Your Fool by Proxy,is your pilfering Knave,one 


that sucks the Brains of others and by constant ze 


Leck up sweet Audrey,I am your true Fool, 


‘ 

‘ retailing Concoits,himself stor'd with Wit, Now 
your true Fool is the quintessence of Wisdom, 

| 

| 


Audrey And art thou truely he,Master Stovy ? 


Stxvxus Aye —Wench,as sure as thou art not, Hist, hist ,who r 


comes this way ? Marry ‘tis one of the Court ,now 


mark ye Audrey; in me your true Fool igs illustrated; 1 

you shall now behold your Fool by Proxy, ) 

gnter Sir Fredxxxck Edxn musing | 
Stxvxus How doth your honour's Head ? | 
Fred, My Brain's perplexed ,I'm wonder-struck,But how 
| 


fares it with the Fool? as—witkh—the—Cousrsiox- 


Stxvxens As with the Courtier, 


Fred Aye Marry,and how so ? 


Stxvens As thus;I am perplexed to think where lies the Cou rtiecrs 


-Brains,ahd wonderstruck that thou shouldst 


pessess any. 
) ‘ Bred. For what hen dost take me ? 
- Stxvxns For that thou art 
Fred. And what is that ? 


Stxvxns A Courtier 


Pred. Fool | hast then oeheld the wonder of the Age ? 


| Stxvens Courtier,thou see'st it now,and I beheld its 
Reflection in every clear Stream 

Fred. What wonder mean'st thou 7 

Stxvxns Myself 

Fred, Art thou a wonder ? 

Staves. Yea,l am a true Fool. 

Fred, Then the World abounds with wonders 

Stxvxns It is stook'd with such as thee. 

Fred, If as thou say'st the Courtiers lack Brains, 
ne is a Fool,therefore thy equal. 

thou art a Fool,out of the Cradles Breed , Now 


| Stxvxens ‘rus 


what is the wonder which have so bewildere@ thee ? 


Fred. I have secon that which thou wilt ne'er oehold, 


The Shakspeare wonder, And—thee—vpeliovtst—it—-?2?— 


Stxvxns And thou oelirv'st it ? 


| Fred. As truly as I believe thee a Fool. 


stxvxns I sould have sworn it ,for 'tig a wonder well 


worth thy notice, 


Fred, All thy knavish wisdom will not presure 
adnittance, (11) 


x] an ¢+n3 
Stxvxns Trust me, I shall not put my wits to the trial. 
~ , ~ J 
Fred Thou'st give thy Sconce to view the Treasure. 
a eS ® 
r wi "e esire 
St xvxns Granted; for with it I shall ne'er des ty, 


; Pred. The appearance stamps 4% old. 
gtxvxns Yea, Fire nath the power 4o scorch and there be 
Liquids that will rot — Bvt did'st thou peruse 
the wondreus Contents ? 
Fred. Nay ,I sould not decyther 4 Syllable. 


Stxuvens Excellent, 1' faith,Thou art a rare Comet, 


} thy Wit 4ndeed blazes 4! the Poop of thee. 
Farewell ,sweet Sir,come along Audrey , come 
along Wench, 

(EXEUNT ) 


Fred. Why doth the Feol unetrd his Wits and taunt me 
tims ? am I not of the Court,a learned Knight, 
one skilled in Tongues and seemly vehaviour; 
eannet I judge between what is and is not ? 
Tush wherefor did I listen to you crazy Jester 
It is a Treasure,ay?,and a matchless one.— 
faith now I think on't,I'll home and set my 
Brain to work.I'll scribble thick Folios shall 
amaze the Court,Yes, confound the Multitude, 


and then con confus'd,the hell deck'd Fool 


(Bxit running) 


(12) 


shall say,whether my Wits 5e foolish,yea cor naye 
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r ORACLE Oct,3lst. 1799. 
No, 5. 
r,Pxrr and Dr,Wxrxon (Parr & Warton) 
i: What Men are these ?who foremost of the Throng 

With stately port advance. Sure I know thems 
Why ,yes,they are two as learned Doctors 
As England's Realm e'er boasted — Godly Men, 
Religion's Vot'rers,who,like the Shepherd, 


Tend their Flocks,and scare with Truths ail potent, 


The Wolf devouring Hell's Fiend malicious. 
Mark how the Lines of cithers Countenance 
Betray the Brain scholastic fraught.Hach Mind 
Boasts kindred with the Greek and Roman Sage; 
In either I behold a Homer fam'd, 

A Hesied or Pindar,a Horace too, 

Or Virgil or the Roman Cicero, 

Renowund for Declamation eloquent, 

And could I swell my Page,not these alone 
But countless Names of grave Philesophers 
And Chronoclers whose Labouvrs have preserved 


Their Covntry's Annals,That after Ages, 


Rach virtuous Act applauding might attempt 


Th! emulation of their glorious Feats . 
But wherefor stray I from my perpose thus ? 
See how they smile and gaze with wond'ring Eye 


Upon each Ooject; in) this Chamoer fam'd ! 
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View now the massive Key,the Bolts spring back, 
Harshly on its Hinges grates theodiron Door, 
Which ever from the prying gaze of Man 

The fabricated Treasure hides,Now first 

Bach Deed with cautious Eye these learned Men 
Survey.At length enraptured each exclaims, 

Most genuine,most wonderful |!'Anon,grewn eaimer 
Grown calmer: Whxr—n fain would see 

The lucky Youth whe first these Relics found, 
Forthwith he enters;when the wond'fPing gaze 

On him is turned,Abash'd he stands,nor dares 
His. downeast Eyes upraise,He hears their words 
They animate his fear-fraught Souvl;and now 
With caution he the cunning Tale relates, 
While'st every mould'ring Scrap appears te vouch 
And stamp his Words with evidence,But of all 
One was most their admiration: I mean 

The Tenets of our Bard. How they admired, 

And on the sweet simplicity of style 

Prefusely lavish Praises. Ohe indeed, 

Sor I have offimes heard the Words repeated, 
Enraptur'd cried — 'The Service of our Church 
Have ever been admirktd,Our Etanz- Litany 

With Beauties manifold apounds,But here 

Here Sir, is a Man who all have distane'd. 


Pxrr the Sapient ,with look profound — With nod 


(14) 
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.Of wond'rous impert thus his Mind expressed 

'I love sweet Avon's Child,There's sterling Ore 

Mingled with worthless dross.in learning ,Sir, 
* [ am an Epicurean,pursving 
* Merely for idle Sport our Shakspeare's Verse, 
Our Milton's and the rest — 'Tis when the Groek 
t In rumbling majesty,or Latin chaste, 

‘Meet my regard,that I san feel inspired. 

Oh Sir ! I'm transported beyond myself, 

"with mighty Ajax when I scour the Field, 


"wand to Hand meet th! Eagle-crested Hector, 
"But to Achilles charged,I Priam's Son 
‘befeat;and girded found with Ajax Belt 
'Teash him to my Chariot Wheel,— 
‘onamelian like,I meet the Form assuming 
'r11-famed Ulysses,— but my Passions pant 
'r4k0 Priam's Ghost,I can o'er ruined Troy 
' Shed Tears of Blood,-' 
Silent did Wxtxn sit,while this his Friend 
Proolaimed his likings,But though he spoke not 
| vet did he from his Soul the Cheat believe . 
| At length they rose with admiration fraught , 
And quitted the courteous Owner of the Store, 
The wondering Youth,filied with rapturous glow, 
; To find his great attempt thus praised,— heedless 


Pursued his Course,nor onee of Danger dreant, 


(15) 


-Till.im the dark Avyss too deeply. plunged 
He strove the Shore to gain,But vain th' attempt 


He sunk,the thoughtless Fool of Vanity. 


ORACLE. Nov, 2nd.1I799, 
No, 6. 

Mr, Cxlxan. 
Soft 1 who comes this way ? 
Sure mine Hyes are not deceived — No 'tis he, 
I'll not mar my speech,nor with sugar'd Tongue 
Make Corruption sweet,No,let the Lash gall, 
For well. his Papers merit such re uke; 
He's sick in Reputation — One that lolls 48-Beauty!s—las 
In Beauty's Lap,and bvasks the live—long Day 


In Pleasure's gaudy Sunshine — 


| 
r 
Alas | the hour that such degenerate Seed | 
Should spring from wholesome Stock,I knew his Sire, 
A Man most excellent in's Qualities, 
And stor'd with Brain prolific, His Offspring 
This witless Wand'rer round the forked Mount, | 


Possessing written Relics of his Sire, 
Connects them to's purpose;and thinks to ape | 
The worthy Parent long defunct ,— But no 

His Manners are too gross,his Life too free, 

To stamp him Genius fraught -Besides he pluck'd 


Forth from Pepe is Garden a dainty Fruit, 
16 


And for a Season wore next his Heart; 
But satiate growm,loathing cast it from hin, 
And took a Weed luxurious to his Ams, 

But Love comes,and with him,the Partner 


Of's sweet dallianaa, — 


(Enter Mr, Cxlxam intoxicated,and Mrs.Gxbxs Oxlxan) 
(Mr. & Mrs.,Colman) 


Oxixan, I tell thee,Wench,thy Name is Doll,Dame Tearsheet 


Were my Companions here,they'd vouch for me that 


thou art Dell — Why where's Paunch,wheres Sir 
- dohn, where's Poins and Bardolph,— Sirrahs;I say 
come forth,and see how I will kiss my Doll. 
Gxbxs, I am no Tearsheet ,I am no Dell,I am as worthy a 
Woman as any in the Chean, 


Cxilxan,. 


taoght thee to bear with me.And such meet Company 


me.A plague on'ten,I hate your frosty Dames,your 
4oe—tongued Maids;cive me the sprightly Breed; 


Give me,I say,my Doll. 


Gxbxs. Hold awhile,you have forgot,you must to the Blace 


appointed;and there decide unon the new-found 


Treasure, 


Oxlxan. Peace,Weneh I will not thitherWhy they orate about 


this musty Store as if the Writer were a God, 
And thou knowsst well enough,I can outrun this 


vaunted Bard, hy there's not a Word in me that 


Ssavours of Moralit- 2 Wi . as , 
lova lity my Minds prolific,I am WN: 
(17) 


Ah thou'rt an excellent Wenhch,for thy breeding hath 


lpi fs. ee — 


Gxbxs,. 


Cxlxan. 


Gxbxs, 


Oxlxan, 


Gxbxs. 


Cxlxan, 


GZbZ8,. 


Cxlxan,. 


Gxb XS. 


Cxlxan, 


Troth, Gears <e 


4%? 


Believe what ? 


Why ‘tis said that 
Shakspeare as well 
They lie,Doll;yea,and to their Teeth,I'll tell then 


so: ‘sblood,must a Man of Wit 


of Fools. 


Aye,and I was told,that one o'erleoking 
the Page af 


Heavens, 


of bit 


out a right honest Ponnan, Yea 


Dolly. truly 


I love 


glads my Heart by Day,the 


‘ 


er Ra 


thee sure 


so my Girl ? 


Tush 


Then must Bardolph be by; 
Firebrand 
But wilt thou to the 
No,not I, a Fig for 


there a lewd Ballad 


I'd t 


} no more 


could 


nither sAye and 


should'st along wi 


lis not 


Stop Thief" 


Stop Thief" ,upon 


a! 


Child nor deign to think like other Men, 


as the best, 


be 


> @nd said my Georges was not 


sand dost not leva moa 


as I do my Bottle of Sack,the o: 


for the 


Llone work such a 


it}; Tsay I'll n 


th me,but as it 


thought so,would'st 


other by Night. 


row, 


So 


this, Indeed tou'lt make me 


thou can'st meddle with Will 


Shakspeare and exclaimed "A Thief by 
the which I vented Tears 
a Thief, 


,and he that loved his 


blush, 


reflection of his 


Wonder, 


Norfolk Mansion ? 


not budge, 


4s I'll me 


Were 


indsed,or bawling in't ,why then 


Sir John too,and thou my Chuek, 


thor believe 


ever made the taunt 


thy works,op'd 


So come along Weneh,lets in, the lazy Rogues 
will soon be with me. 


(Exaunt ) 


Mrs, Cxilxai. 
See where dejectedly she wends her way 
Her colourless Chook,deck'd with gummy Dew } 
Thus have I oft beheld the Lily waving: 
When some rude Passemby had snapp'd its Stalk, 
ing it to pine and die:— Leok her Bresst 


Heaves as it would ourst — Mark that silent Tear } 


It hath its source in Men's ingratitude, 
Fair one,0 pity thee, 0 may the Page, 


ee Pleasure,Soft her leek 


Yhough false,afford th 


Assumes seranity,pleas'd she pehelds 


And eager listens,Now her plaintive Voice 


Proclaims her thoughts, Why so she is deceived, 


ne'er feel Deception's Tooth, 


But lull her Sorrows in forgetfulness, 


ORACLE Nov, 6th,1799. 


IMITATIONS 


imtar Sir John Laxdx (Lade) and Tommy Onsixw (Onslow) 


gir John.The fleetest Hounds I dare be sworn 


oThat eter yet coursed the nimole Stag, 
4m swiftness my rean Steed, 'Tis 


World not nubvie 


a Beast ,Sir,high 
Sound in all a oints; nay and so sure of Foot, 
oie ; 19 


— ioe ae 


algal at nite 


ee ee 


that I would back the Hose myself and soour 


full sneed eaven on hhe frowning Preeipice that 


send's o'er Dover's pebbled Beach, I'd leap 
hin o'er the deep—dug Trench and clear the 
oppo sin 
dare. 

Onsixw, Marry,an he be so good a Boast ,I should 
marvelously like to bestride hin, 
4!would seem as if a Sparrow perch'd upon his 


Back;for I'm named you know the little Temmy ! 


; sir John. Why verily when thou assun'st the Seat of 
Charioteer, thy Port hath little Majesty in't, 


I've offtimes likened Lhasa 


Nose,or a Button on the Vest of a fat Alderman. 
Thou art most truly of the Pigny Breed, 


onsixw, Beshrew me but I like your Conceit passing well, 


though it is not of the most mannerly, 


g34y Jonn.Well,no mattor,we of tha Tarf,know you sauce 
not our Phrases like those of the Court ,but 
whither wend you ? 

onsixw, I am for the public Ride with all convenient 


speed, 


gir Jehn,And I shall hie me to the Shakspesars Treasures; 


parohance some Linss may vaun the Bider's 


nowers ,or praise the skilful Charicotesr, 
¢think on't I'11 


! 
je 
I 


; 


Onsixw,. Most regally judged;and now I 
20) 


1g Barrior,Wh)t Horse can do my Roan shall 


but, then methinks 


to a Flea on Bardolph's 


| 


T'll thither with you faith,and what say you ? 


gir John. We'll bet upon our Beasts. 
onsixw, I'll take you what you list,that I from hence 
. to Master Ireland's before you. 

Sir John, Agreed,there's forty Marks upon my Bays. 

Ons 1xw, Come. let us away,I long to assay this feat,Oh ! 
how it delights me to see the Rabole with vacant 
stare follow the rattle from Chariot Wheels, 

Sir John, I attend, 


(Exeunt ) 
How eagerly they mount th 


eir lofty Seats 
Hach thi pe 
. he Rein @ssumed,and waves + 
6S the ample bash; | 
} 
New the Signals given — The Steeds impetuou | 


3 atr + 5» / 
Foaming grind bheopolished Bit —so they start, | 


4nd scour along the Way. 


And like a Whirlwit 


it | 73 2 4 
The bowling Wheels in rattling clangour move | 


‘J A 4 4. $ Ke) 
| Chariots give room,and the gaping | ultitude, 


| 
| ; ep ; | 
| Astonished 373 these mad Knights of the Whip, \ 


Now Onslxw gains,and now by the Rod's length 


: NT, eo" % ~ 
Lxdx outstripts him, Now Beast % 


@¢ 4g Onourser 
Bach the Mansion viows,and each h-s Course 


4 Pry 70? 
Forward urges with radouolad fury, 


Na a Par i 1 
They curb the Rein,and ‘fore the Portal halt, 


Neither the Jenquer'd nor thw Conquerors 


The Bets are doubled and it is agreed 


s } 
fhe Race a5 fitting 


«6S 
ta "DRO rt 


> 
t 


Should be again rohoarsed,At length they gain 
Tae studious Closet fam'd, Anon the Door 
Flies open tomreceive them,They enter, 

And scarce have Salutations passed when lo 
Stxckpx1 appears who likewise comes to view 
The musty Relicks,—Now they are produced 


And surely three more sapient Gentlemen 


Neter gazed upon the full oerbo'd Moon — Lads first 


His Judgment thus expressed — 


: aay! 
Lxdx, I swear by Ensom,Onslxw there's 


were I not otherwise assur'd I would have vouch'd ti) 
thab they had strew'd the Sheets in filthy 


'baceo they smell like any Hestler's Taproem i! 


the Cheap, 


Ons1xw, Mass,and so they do,and now I bethink me the 


odour of these sane Relieks is like the Coat 


ef Barbarry, my old Chesnut Mars; but 


to my Mind savours more ef firsing the 


Fetlock, What sayest thou Stxeknxt, 


fa) es : 
St xokpxt,. Barz ing the greasy Unot fon that wil] sweat, 


then to the Paper that onfolds a Chop a la Vain 
“~r ¢ Vib 2 ews 


tenon,which is ever scorched thus, 


(Omslxw addressing wr,Ire and, ) 


“> 


Ons lxw, Kind Six is there aught contain'd 


* fx | 
wond 'roug Stora that ton 
w OW 
(22) 


withery ix 


Chas On my Art 9? 


STUY Won 


A “ier ; eof 
AY yep: Ay) 


_— — - F L lo 4 2 “a fo 


45. John, Or mins ? 

Stxekpxl.Or is there the History of a boisterous Tavern 
Feast ? I hate your sounding Parases,your 
touching lays of Love and Charit by:give me a Dinner 


and my Cup of sugar't Sack, 


Ireland sen'r.Gentle Sirs,!I fear these Presents do but 
111 accord with your several Desires, 
First, Master On iSlxw,the Bard was not of the 
Jockey Crewe that he? rode passing We1l1;1 grant 
>,0ub his Heaven was on a Pegasus ,a Stead unknown 
to ye all,He sould drive boo, execellent ly well, 
5 Sir Jomashat his was the Apalimian Chariot ,and 


his leashed Horses those of Dine, He feasted 


Loo at Taverns in the Cheap,good Mastor Stxekoxt, 


but the Canpanion s of his f tevels 


> Pe 


< 


ere your trvee . 


Tfouchstones,and no deep drinking;they quoth of | 


rich Draughts from Helicon's clear Brook,and | 
did not swallow Bunvers of Sack and Rhenish, [’ 
they were gedly Yeoman teo that always paid their 
Costs,and would not gorge at another's charge, 
Thus methinks,you have missed t Lhe Mark,and 
wasted Time,which were morepreciously employed 
i' the public Ride and Haunts of beisterous 
Revelry, 

Sir John,Marry,an I think so too;you judge aright ,Sir, 
Men are fickle ,and sometime prone te waver in 


Opinion, Poe T 
(23) thy Ba 3, 


 Shahespoee Hert ie oe olo-deyy 
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wpe sh a (ely nope CAL 


A 


IStxekoxt. And I come along Tomy,we'k1 to the Boar's 
Head,I long to have the Feast at my  st,we 
shall meet a merry Crew,trust me, 

Ons lxw, Master Ireland,I humbly press your Hand. 


Ireland. Gentles all,farowell. 


(Exeunt ) 


No,8.In the courseoof a Day or two = An Hundred Numb ers 


wee —— aa ig 
are already prepared containing the Opinions of 


the most distinguised public Charactoars of t 


Shakspeare MSS, 


see 
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Ir has been justly observed that the great 
revolution in Art which began about the end of the 
fifteenth century, and which convulsed in determined 
sequence every nation of Europe, did not really sub- 
side until the middle of the nineteenth century, when 
the national styles of the different countries of modern 
Europe were revived. Viewed in general, art is a 
tumultuous, ever-restless struggle towards the perfect 
beauty, ranging from the classic antique ideal of 
simple flowing lines and severest grace, through the 
old throes of ornament to the inevitable climax of 
superabundant ornament—and the consequent eye- 
weariness—which is in turn rejected and eclipsed. 

The access of artistic vitality, pulsing through 
Europe, came at last to England, and we have it on 


o 
5 


y 


eminent authority that Henry VIII., in introducin 
new artists to instruct and improve his people, finall 
achieved a mixture of Gothic, Italian and Flemish 
ornament, resulting in the style which is known as 
Tudor. The Elizabethan examples of Tudor decora- 
tion which have come down to us are rich and 
decorative in the extreme. There is no room for 
doubt that the work of the Flemish carvers influenced 
very greatly the tastes and methods of the English 
craftsmen; experts tell us that while the national 
characteristics are preserved, the school of Elizabethan 
ornament can be readily distinguished from foreign 
products of the period by a certain quaint and un- 
scholarly originality introduced into the treatment of 
accessories. 

Houses of any pretension in the time of Elizabeth 
were invariably panelled in oak, and, when carved in 
the best style of Elizabethan Renaissance, are very 


rich in design and handsome in result. There is 

distinct tendency to run to tall pilasters, with fluting 
of oak, and Ionic capitals. Mr. Litchfield draw 
attention to an interesting point in his comprehensiv 
book on furniture, which I take the liberty of quoting :— 
“While we are on the subject of panelling, it may b 


_worth while to point out that with regard to ol 


English work of this date, one may safely take it fc 
granted that where the pilasters, frieze, and frame-wor 
are enriched, and the panels plain, the work wa 
designed and made for the house; but when th 
panels are carved and the rest plain, they were bought 
and then fitted up by the local carpenter.” 

The characteristics of Elizabethan wood-work ar 
well-marked: the Tudor rose, the inter-laced stra 
work, the fluted columns and terminal figures, wit 
trophies of fruit and flowers, are unmistakeable. Th 
interlaced strap work, in especial, is distinctive, an: 
very interesting; it is generally carved in low reliet 
and, in some cases, encircles the shafts of the column 
as a decoration. One of the finest examples of wood 
work of the period in question is, perhaps, the carve 
oak screen of the Middle Temple Hall, and collector 
and Art-lovers who take the trouble to go and se 


¢ 


it will be liberally rewarded for their zeal. Indeec 
it would be impossible to set that stately piece 
carving in a more appropriate surrounding :—the loft 
double hammer-beam roof, black with age and towe! 
ing almost out of sight, grim and cobwebbed an 
misty ; the splendid walls, panelled in the ‘Templar: 
Coats of Arms; the long perspective of iron torch 
holders; the severe and sombre lines of low oa 


tables ; all go to produce an impression of vastness 


No. I.—DRAW, OR SHOVEL-BOARD TABLE, IN THE POSSESSION OF MR. ARTHUR L. RADFORD 
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